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CONCEPT NOTE 

 
Fish Defender is a new marine wildlife protection organization advancing bold, 
aggressive strategies to achieve tangible policy results. Our mission is to change 
society and law to recognize fish as wildlife and defend their habitats and lives. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

§ Led an effort successfully banning shark fishing on Miami 
Beach; circulating a petition, writing the legislation, and 
securing unanimous bipartisan support 

Feb 2026 

§ Published a public records investigation revealing thousands of 
endangered sharks and rays permitted for aquarium capture 
in Florida 

Dec 2025 

§ Collaborated in the movement to introduce and amend the 
Florida MANTA Act, banning the capture of listed endangered 
and threatened species for aquarium exhibition 

Jan 2026 

§ Collected over 300 letters to stop the federal SHARKED Act, a 
bill opening the door to revive commercial shark longlining 

Sep 2025 

§ Published a shark defender toolkit with resources to emulate 
our winning strategy to ban shark fishing at the local level 

Feb 2026 

§ Offered strategic support for the movement to designate a 
marine protected area off South Beach, Miami 

Apr 2025 

§ Worked with local officials and enforcement officers to 
successfully abate illegal fishing on Miami beaches and jetties 

§ Removed hundreds of feet of fishing lines and dozens of hooks 
from the ocean, documenting the process in online videos 

ongoing 

§ Began compiling a global database of ‘fish-friendly’ dive 
centers that don’t run hunting or feeding charters, including 
over 100 participants and counting 

ongoing 

§ Consulting and aiding grassroots movements in Texas, New 
York, and municipalities across Florida to ban land-based 
shark fishing 

ongoing 

 

FOUNDER 

Spencer Roberts is an environmental journalist and PhD student at the 
University of Miami, published in outlets such as Science Advances and 
The Intercept, conducting research to advance the mission of the 
organization and working pro bono. 

http://fishdefender.org/
https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/details/
https://www.instagram.com/fish_defender
https://www.miamibeachfl.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Miami-Beach-Bans-Land-Based-Shark-Fishing.pdf
https://www.miamibeachfl.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Miami-Beach-Bans-Land-Based-Shark-Fishing.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/p/DSSQgbOldKj
https://www.wusf.org/environment/2026-01-12/manta-ray-capture-spurs-bill-outlaw-capturing-endangered-marine-life
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/protect-endangered-sharks-stop-the-deceptive-sharked-act?source=direct_link
https://fishdefender.org/lbsftoolkit/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/climate-change/article288794175.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/climate-change/article288794175.html
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DVGloK4jfSf/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DRw4dwXCpDn/
https://fish-friendly-divers.pages.dev/
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adn9698
https://theintercept.com/2022/05/24/mexican-gray-wolf-endangered-wildlife-services-fraud/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=evfelQUAAAAJ&hl=en


 
 

CONCEPT 

Build the capacity of the organization to advance marine wildlife protection policy 
with one administrator and one legal fellow, centered around an organized 
campaign to rapidly replicate our strategy to ban land-based shark fishing at local 
levels across Florida and state levels in legislatures like New York and California. 
 

Administrator (full-time): $60K annually 

§ Cooperate with legislators and organizers to introduce shark fishing 
bans and other fish protection policies 

§ Attend public comment periods and policy workshops to advocate for 
marine wildlife 

§ Conduct research designed to advance policy goals 
§ Maintain the organization’s website and press releases 
§ Raise funds through donations, grants, and merchandise 
§ Direct the organization’s social media communications 
§ Work with enforcement to combat marine life poaching 
§ Maintain the organization’s finances and legal documentation 

Legal Fellow (part-time): $40K annually 

§ File lawsuits against state regulatory agencies for failing to enforce 
shark protection regulations 

§ File lawsuits against charter companies and gear manufacturers 
engaged in illegal shark fishing 

§ Disseminate letters to city attorneys clarifying the power of local 
governments to regulate fishing gear 

§ File public records requests pursuant to the organization’s legal goals 
and communicate with or sue public records offices to obtain them 

§ File a lawsuit against NOAA Fisheries for failing to give equal 
consideration to marine fishes under its responsibility to uphold the 
Endangered Species Act 

General expenses: $25K annually 

§ Legal filing fees 
§ FOIA fees 
§ Work and travel expenses 

 

Total: $125K annually x 2 years = $250K 
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